
 
 

 

 

 

 

This first-ever Birding Zambia tour to the Nyika Trans-frontier Park is organized back-to-back with 

the Mafinga 2022 tour (15-23 October), which can be booked separately or in combination.  

Guide: Frank Willems   Chef: Moffat Gondwe 

Package type: ‘Birding & Bush’ guided safari. We’re spending as much time as feasible in wild places, 

where the focus is on birding while exploring, with ample attention for other wildlife and landscapes.  

Accommodation type: comfortable camping in Nyika, lodging during drive to Nyika. 

Package price:  

International: $1,975 self-drive, own camping gear / $2,325 self-drive, camping gear provided / 

$2,925 transport and camping gear provided. 

Resident / SADC, per person: $1,410 self-drive, own camping gear / $1,660 self-drive, camping gear 

provided / $2,260 transport and camping gear provided. 

Booking before 20 September essential to apply well in time for Malawian eVisa. 

Participants: minimum 2, maximum 10.  

Included are all guiding services, catering, tea & coffee, accommodation (drive to Nyika), park fees 

and camping fees (Nyika). Excluded are eVisa and other costs of border crossing, return from Nyika (if 

booked apart from Mafinga package), drinks and items of a personal nature. Suggested start and 

end are Lusaka. Please enquire for  alternative options, such as start and end in Lilongwe. 

The rate applies to BirdWatch Zambia members only. Non-members pay an additional $25 with 

which comes BWZ membership for 2022 and 2023. For each booking, a donation will be made to 

BirdWatch Zambia and the Mwinilunga Conservation Project. 
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Introduction: Nyika Plateau Trans-frontier Park  

 

Nyika Plateau is not just one of the biodiversity holy grails of Zambia 

and Malawi, but possibly also the mostly scenic one. With much of 

the vast plateau over 2000 meters above sea level, flora and fauna 

are dominated by Afromontane species. Many of these are endemic 

to the Nyika, while an endless list of species is only known from such 

high-altitude islands. The 80 km2 Zambian section already holds 14 

bird species that, within Zambia, are only found here, with another 

36 largely or completely limited to the Eastern Highlands which also 

includes Mafinga and Makutu. Most of the Plateau, however, lies within Malawi. With a surface of 

over 3,100 km2, it holds several more species which are yet to be discovered in Zambia.  

Both the Zambian and Malawian side have long been National Parks. As a result, the plateau is 

ecologically intact, with the exception of a tiny portion (0.3%) of pine plantations in the centre. 

Endless undulating flower-rich grasslands are interspersed with rich Afromontane evergreen forest, 

bracken-briar and Protea shrublands. Large mammals are numerous. Several species that are 

generally scarce are dominating here, notably Eland and Roan. Crawshay’s Zebra, a race of Plains 

Zebra, is endemic to Nyika. Bushpig is relatively visible and may be seen during the day, while also 

Leopard and Serval are possibilities. The forests hosts attractive specials like Harvey’s Red Duiker, 

the large Black-and-Red Mountain Squirrel, and Chequered Giant Sengi. Numerous localised or even 

endemic reptiles are present here, such as Nyika Girdled Lizard, Nyika Serpentiform Skink, Goetze’s 

Whistling Chameleon and Ukinga Hornless Chameleon.   
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The incredible list of ornithological Afromontane specials 

present here includes Crawshay’s Red-winged Francolin, 

Common Quail, Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk, Striped 

Flufftail, African Olive-pigeon, Dusky Turtle-dove, 

Montane Nightjar, Scarce Swift, Mottled Swift, Bar-tailed 

Trogon, Moustached Green Tinkerbird, Rock Kestrel, 

Malawi Batis, Fülleborn's Boubou, Black-browed Mountain 

Greenbul, Sharpe's Greenbul, Blue Swallow, Red-rumped 

Swallow, Mountain Yellow Warbler, Cinnamon Bracken-

warbler, Singing Cisticola, Black-lored Cisticola, Churring 

Cisticola, Wailing Cisticola, Wing-snapping Cisticola, 

Chapin's Apalis, African Hill-babbler, Brown Parisoma, 

Slender-billed Starling, Waller's Starling, Orange Ground-

thrush, Abyssinian Thrush, White-eyed Slaty-flycatcher, 

White-chested Alethe, Olive-flanked Ground Robin, Cape 

Robin-chat, White-starred Robin, Sharpe's Akalat, Bronze Sunbird, Malachite Sunbird, Scarlet-tufted 

Sunbird, Montane (Whyte's) Double-collared Sunbird, Forest Double-collared Sunbird, Baglafecht 

Weaver, Bertram's Weaver, Montane Widowbird, Red-faced Crimsonwing, East African (Southern) 

Citril, Yellow-browed Seedeater and Yellow-crowned Canary. Several species here have races 

endemic to Nyika which may prove full endemic species over time, including Crawshay’s Red-winged 

Francolin and local forms of Rufous-naped Lark – clearly larger than elsewhere – and a mountain 

form of the ‘African/Jackson’s Pipit complex’. Known from the Malawi side but yet unrecorded in 

Zambia are Mountain Buzzard, Olive-headed (Stripe-cheeked) Greenbul, Mountain Illadopsis and 

Oriole Finch. Among other birds of real interest are Whyte's Francolin, Hildebrandt's Francolin, 

Lemon Dove, African Grass-owl, Alpine Swift, African Black Swift, Olive Bee-eater, White-tailed 

Crested-flycatcher, White-headed Saw-wing, Angola Swallow, Bar-throated Apalis, Green-headed 

Sunbird, Green Twinspot and Yellow-bellied Waxbill, iconic bird species such as Wattled Crane and 

Denham’s Bustard, raptors such as Crowned Eagle and Augur Buzzard, and a range of other forest 

and miombo species which are difficult to see outside Zambia or Malawi. Surely no need to explain 

further why birding the Nyika is an absolute must! 

Apart from the phenomenal birds and other wildlife, this tour also promises to be a very pleasant 

mixture of driving and walking in amazing landscapes. In contrast to Mafinga, principle access is by 

vehicle, but it is safe to walk on the plateau. We will take our time to explore the main forest 

patches Chowo and Manyenjere on the Zambian side, as well as a number of key areas on the 

Malawi side.   
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Detailed program  

 

This trip is organized back-to-back with Birding Zambia’s Mafinga tour (15-23 October). The package 

starts at departure from Lusaka, and technically ends at the Malawi-Zambia border crossing 

between Nyika and Mafinga on 15 October. If booked separately, we will assist in organizing your 

return trip to Lusaka, for which allow 2 extra days, thus arrival in Lusaka on 17th.  

If you are travelling from within Malawi or flying into Malawi, we will happily make adjusted 

arrangements and rates tailored to your preferences. 

8 October 

To beat traffic and make the best of this driving day, 

which is also (a rather unfortunately timed) Global Big 

Day, we hope to start off very early (5:00 Lusaka) to tie in 

some roadside birding and a brief visit to the spectacular 

Nyanje Hills, hoping to find the likes of Livingstone’s 

Flycatcher, Boulder Chat, Mocking Cliff Chat, Black Stork 

and Yellow-throated Longclaw, as well as Rock Hyrax 

(very localised in Zambia, contra Bush Hyrax) and with 

luck either Giant or Rough-scaled Plated Lizards. There’s 

an off-chance to see the rare Vincent’s Bunting. We will 

end at Mama Rula’s Camp in Chipata, where we will be 

staying in chalets. 

If you are starting off from a different location or at a different time, feel free to join us at any 

moment during this day. 

9 October 

Early start to the border crossing into Malawi, which we will reach well before 7:00 as it gets 

crowded once it opens for commercial vehicles at 8:00. We will continue the drive to Rumphi 

through the attractive Viphya Highlands. In Rumphi, we will be welcomed in the private lodge of the 

Matunkha Project. Lunch stop along the way, details to be confirmed. 

10 October 

After an early breakfast, we will make our way to the Nyika Plateau. It will take 2-3 hours to reach 

the Thazima park gate, taking into account the occasional birding stop. After settling our fees, the 

ascend onto the Nyika 

Plateau really starts. No 

doubt we will use the best 

of the day to enjoy our first 

encounters with the many 

bird specials and other 

wildlife before reaching 

Chelinda Camp in the 

afternoon. We will set up 

camp and enjoy the 

surrounds for the rest of the 

day.   
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11-14 October 

Four full days in the Nyika Plateau Trans-frontier Park. We aim to 

explore the vast Malawi side on the first two days and the Zambian 

side on the last two days. Intended is three nights at Chelinda Camp 

on the Malawian side and two nights at the Zambian Rest House. The 

latter is an amazing site but has not been operational for many years. 

We are awaiting confirmation whether it is allowed and suitable to set 

up camp here, to optimize our focus on the Zambian section, with the 

confirmed backup option being all five nights at the most attractive 

Chelinda Camp – a short drive from the Zambian key sites. 

On 11 October, we will have a leisurely day focusing on the Chelinda 

area, enjoying the great array of grassland and shrubland specials here, including the stunning Blue 

Swallow and abundant large mammals, allow time to recharge after three days to reach here, and 

simply take in the overwhelming landscape. 

On 12 October, we will explore the areas southeast of Chelinda, which include the dramatic 

Kasaramba Scarp Forest where Mountain Buzzard, Mountain Illadopsis, Olive-headed Greenbul and 

Oriole Finch occur, as well as the Juniper Forest, in addition to the endless undulating grasslands. 

On 13 October, we intend to pack camp early and head to the Zambian section. Main focus 

of the morning is the Chowo Forest, Zambia’s largest Afromontane forest which is 

renowned for its rich forest bird community, and the adjacent granite boulders known as 

Chowo Rocks from where we’ll scan for Scarce Swift and Waller’s Starling. The afternoon 

will be used to set up camp and enjoy the bird-rich surroundings of the Zambia Rest House.  

On 14 October, we will focus on the Manyenjere Forest, the only reliable Zambian site for 

Sharpe’s Akalat, in addition to the daunting range of forest birds it shares with Chowo 

Forest. Along the nearby stream breed Zambia’s only reliable Slender-billed Starlings.  

15 October 

We will use the early morning hours to break up camp and get organized for the return 

trip. After breakfast, we will head back to Thazima, birding along the way.  

If booked in combination with the Mafinga package: we will branch off to the east to cross into 

Zambia at Katumbi, from where we will continue to the Mafinga Mountains.  

If booked the Nyika package only: Malawi-based participants will 

likely head to Mzuzu for an overnight stay and onwards to 

Lilongwe. Zambia-based participants have a range of options for 

the return journey to choose between, which we are happy to 

advise on. An attractive alternative to backtracking to Chipata via 

Mgadi, is to cross the border east of Lundazi, hence avoiding the 

often busy Mgadi border post. Slower though interesting options 

are to cross at Katumbi and from here head south towards Lundazi 

or North Luangwa N.P., or to head to Isoka and choose a route 

through Northern/Muchinga Province. Or join us for a night or two 

at the base of Mafinga to see Mafinga Warbler! 

If the Nyika tour only is booked inclusive of transport, a surcharge 

will apply for the return journey.  
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Map 

The location of the Nyika Plateau Trans-frontier Park is indicated on the map. A detailed map will be 

available at Chelinda. 

 

 

What to bring 

Weather conditions are unpredictable in October. We expect pleasant sunny weather, warm but not 

quite as hot as lower parts of Zambia are in October, with a variable breeze. It may also be overcast 

with an occasional shower, and/or chilly windy mornings. Ensure to be prepared. 

Essential to bring, apart from birding gear: sturdy hiking boots / sandals (no thorns but sharp rocks), 

a raincoat / wind stopper, fleece jacket, hat or cap, sunblock, insect repellent, water bottle, small 

daypack.  

Birding Zambia will provide all catering. You may want to carry additional snacks of your preference. 

Water, tea and coffee are included in the package. You are welcome to request any alcoholic and 

non-alcoholic drinks to be brought by Birding Zambia, or bring your own. 

Disclaimer 

Although Birding Zambia does it utmost best within reason to ensure your safety during this trip, participation 

is completely at your own risk. Please ensure you have adequate medical and other insurances. 

 

  


